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as in all other things, their usual practice was to
offer everything to God, and to resign themselves
into his hands. ‘‘O Lord,” they would say, ‘‘ you
are the sovereign Master of our lives; do with them
as you [150] please. I offer you everything with
which these dreams threaten me; I am prepared to
accept it, if you so ordain. Nothing but good can
happen to me while I obey your commands, for you
are my Father, and you love me perfectly.”’ All six
fasted through the whole of Lent, in their desire to
atone to God for their past sins; and for this same
reason, which was quite habitual with them, they
strove to bear all their troubles joyfully. If they
went out to hunt; if they went to fish through the
ice; if they undertook any journey,—as they did
several times, during the severe Winter weather, to
gratify us,—they would say: ‘“ My God, we offer
you this trouble, and all the ills that we may suffer.
It is to please you, and to satisfy your Justice for
our sins.”” One of them was, on two occasions, ill-
treated by one of our French. He did not avenge
himself; he answered not a word, nor did he com-
plain to any one, but merely said [151] in his heart:
“My God, I willingly accept this grievance, and I
cheerfully offer it to you in atonement for my sins,
and to your glory. Perhaps I have given him cause
to be angry, although I had no intention of doing
so.”” Thus did these worthy Seminarists, whom God
was gently preparing for death or for slavery, main-
tain themselves during the Winter in the perform-
ance of many holy and virtuous actions.

Finally, when Spring came, and the river began
to be somewhat free through the disappearance of
the ice, they resolved to embark on the return to



